
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii
ç~4~yI.Ibq it’ 2015

RE: H.B. No. 654

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Economic Development & Business, to which
was referred H.B. No. 654 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPKENT,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to enable Hawaii to
collaborate with China toward mutual economic development by
establishing a China-Hawaii Economic Council.

The Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism
testified, in support of the intent of this measure.

As an island state in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, Hawaii
often serves as the Asian gateway to the United States. Hawaii’s
geographical proximity and past associations with its Asian
neighbors create a unique opportunity to encourage stronger
cultural and business connections between Hawaii and Asian
countries. Your Committee finds that establishing stronger
relations with China through a China-Hawaii Economic Council would
be an effective way to promote, support, and increase investment
and trade with China, similar to what was realized through the
establishment of a Japan-Hawaii Economic Council.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Economic Development & Business that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 654 and recommends that it be referred to the
Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Economic
Development & Business,

DEREK S.K. KAWAKAM1, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-eighth Legislature
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Record of Votes of the Committee on Economic Development & Business

RillJflesolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
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U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 4 Pass, unamended (as is) U Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
LI Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for fixture public hearing (recommit)

EBB Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. KAWAKAMI, Derek S.K. (C)

2. KONG, Sam Satoru (VC)

3. BROWER, Tom

4. CACHOLA, Romy M.

5. CHOY, Isaac W.

6. ITO, Ken

13. WARD, Gene V
TOTAL (13) 3

The recommendation is: 0’ Adopted LI Not Adopted
Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — FIMSO


